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Contact Information 
Please submit comments or 

questions to: 
 

Beth Epley 
EPEDC Executive Director 

PO Box 497 
Terry MT 59349 

 
Phone: (406) 853-6471 

www.epedc.com 
eepley@epedc.com 

 
Next Board Meeting: 

January 23, 2019 
Wibaux County 

Courthouse, Wibaux MT 
@ 

9:30 AM 
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Local Candidates & Eastern Montana Economics 
Continued….        

Makoshika Involvement 
 

Local Candidates & Eastern Montana 
Economics 

With the upcoming General Election being 
November 6, 2018, and a new legislative session 
beginning in January, EPEDC staff felt it would be 
good to reach out and contact the local state 
candidates in the EPEDC districts who are running 
and ask their viewpoints and position on the 
upcoming election issues; More specifically where 
they stand with the economic development and 
growth in the communities.  
 
Montana State Senate District 19 Democratic 
Candidate Mary Zeiss Stange’s campaign focuses on 
Unity through Community.  She feels that open and 
honest dialogue, and acceptance of the unique 
historical and cultural diversity of the region are 
what are needed to face the challenges in eastern 
Montana. The three pillars of her platform include: 
education, environment, and economic justice. She 
believes that her background as a college professor 
and buffalo ranch owner will be beneficial in the 
legislature. 
 
Montana State Senate District 19 Republican 
Candidate Kenneth Bogner’s campaign focuses on 
Eastern Montana’s fight: growing local economies, 
protecting sportsman’s rights, reducing Government, 
improving Mental Health service, and pro-life. 
Bogner points out that transportation and 
entertainment are not as significant in this area but 
eastern Montana has so many historical attractions 
and land to enjoy but the marketing is lacking. 
Finding the tools to sell the valuable assets in eastern 
Montana and coordinate together with all the rural 
communities will create a culture that is more 
sustainable. He stressed that collaboration is key and 
that we must work together as a region to promote 
and market eastern Montana, to showcase the values, 
resources and way of life that makes this area unique 
and appealing. The increasing number of individuals 
working remotely can be a boon for keeping local 
people in the area while still allowing them to pursue 
careers in a variety of fields. Bogner’s focuses 
include: business and economic development, getting 
rural education to the level it should be and outdoor 
recreation. 
 
Fredrick ‘Eric’ Moore, Republican Candidate for 
State House- District 37 brings more experience as 
he termed out in the Montana State Senate. He is 
running unopposed for the House seat. He has served 
District 19 since 2010. Moore currently sits on the 
Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation, the Finance 
and Claims, the Rules and the General Government 
Committees.  
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The other  topics of discussion with the candidates 
included looking closely and understanding what is on 
the ballot as each one of these affect Montana’s 
economy:  I-185, extend Medicaid Expansion and 
increase tobacco taxes initiative; I-186, restricts new 
hard rock mine permits, including water quality 
requirements for restoration plans; LR-128, continues a 
six-mill property tax to fund the Montana University 
System for 10 years; and LR-129, bans all but certain 
individuals from collecting another individual’s ballot.  
 
The future of 2019 Economic Development programs 
was also discussed. This suite of economic development 
tools funded by the State include the Small Business 
Development Centers, Certified Regional Development 
Corporations, Montana Cooperative Development 
Center and numerous other programs that stand to lose 
their funding with the 2019 sunset unless action is taken 
at the legislature. 
 

Makoshika Involvement 
Representative House District, Alan Doane and 
Montana State Senate, representing District 18, 
Steve Hinebauch have been actively involved in 
the development with Makoshika Work Group. 
Their input has been a valuable asset in helping 
with the planning of the construction of a 
waterline for potable water and campground 
creation in Makoshika State Park. 
 
Glendive was the host community for the Montana 
Governor appointed Parks in Focus Group on 
September 27 and 28. Dinner was held Thursday 
night at the Visitor Center and a meeting was held 
at Dawson Community College the following day. 
This meeting was open to the public and allowed 
individuals to voice their ideas, concerns and 
expectations associated with the Montana State 
Parks System. The emphasis on the constructing a 
waterline and campground to increase revenue for 
the Parks System. 
 
The time and commitment to continue moving 
forward on this project is because of the many 
volunteers that have stepped in and got involved 
with this important project that is a valuable asset 
in eastern Montana.  
 
  
 

“The best 
collaborations 

create something 
bigger than the sum 

of what each 
person can create 

on their own.” 
 

Anonymous 
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Eastern Plains Economic Development Corporation

… providing support for a better economy.

The	EPEDC	serves	the	following	participating	counties	and	municipalities:		
Carter	County,	Dawson	County,	Fallon	County,	Prairie	County,	and	Wibaux	County,	

as	well	as	the	City	of	Baker,	the	Town	of	Ekalaka,	the	City	of	Glendive,	the	Town	of	Plevna,	
the	Town	of	Richey,	the	Town	of	Terry,	and	the	Town	of	Wibaux.


